
PALMER WASILLA HIGHWAY EASTERN TERMINUS
Citizen’s Advisory Committee Meeting Summary

October 7, 2010
Palmer City Hall

4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Next CAC – Design Concepts-TBD

Guests
Mayor-Elect DeLena Johnson
Council Member Elect- Edna Devries
5 general public attendees

Mat-Su Transportation Advisory Board (TAB) Resolution  10-08 presented in May  26, 2010  and approved in July 28, 2010 has been
moved to the Assembly Consent Agenda for the October 19, 2010 meeting by member Pete Houston.

Bond Update
What does the failure of the bonds mean for this project?  Part of the bonds were for Dogwood so it means there
will be less money to build this project.

What if we can just build Dogwood?  Would that segment alone help solve the problems?  I would like to see the
statistical analysis, the actual counts of just building a portion of Alternative B.  It would be really useful.

Transportation Fair
The Transportation Fair was September 16th from 4 to 8 at Raven Hall.  Feedback was generally positive but there are
still misconceptions about the project.  Some people still believe that it is a one-way couplet.

General

The issue of medians was discussed.  A handout of an e-mail from Dave to Wende was given to the CAC members by
Lorie.   The  e-mail  summarized  some  concerns  Lorie  and  Michelle  shared  with  Dave  that  they  felt  needed  to  be
addressed.  The e-mail was dated February 17, 2010.  In addition, pages 116 to 122 of the Palmer Urban Traffic Study
were handed out.   The basis of the conversation was that Lorie considers medians a deal breaker and if any medians are
placed on the Evergreen portion of the project, the project will get stopped again.  They are the same as a one way road
and bad for businesses.

This issue was also discussed at the April 29th meeting.   At  that  time  it  was  agreed  that  issue  is  about  maintaining
business access.  It was also noted that the decision on whether or not to install a median is safety issue governed by
National Standards and the professional engineers responsible for the design.

At this time, the design is not far enough along to know if a median is required for safety or not.  This may be a “fight”
about a non-issue.  The frustration about the lack of answers is understandable but on the other hand if the design is
done before the CAC makes some decisions on design features, there will also be frustration that the team has already
made decisions and is not listening.  It was again stated that ADOT&PF needed to make a commitment that there would
be no medians or some CAC members would go to the City Council to try to stop the project.   Again, Jim stated that he
will not make that commitment – it will be decided based on safety.

Other CAC members talked about how they have all made compromises for this project and felt like this was an unfair
position to stop the project because of a median.  It was agreed to put the median issue in the parking lot and revisit it
when the Design Team came back with some actual conceptual designs for discussion.



Design Features
The slide show of streetscapes was presented again.  Concepts discussed included:

Attached sidewalks
Detached sidewalks
Multi-use pathways
Medians (landscaped, painted, colored/textured concrete and asphalt)
Buffers (landscaped or decorative pavement/asphalt)
Gateways
Landscaping treatment – planters, trees
Lighting – LED, decorative poles
On-street parking
Traffic Calming (chokers, neckdowns, raised intersection, raised crosswalks, visual friction, center medians)
Pedestrian crossings (textured/colored crosswalks, countdown signals, pedestrian refuges –pork chops)

Dogwood (west of Glenn)
Acquire enough ROW for 4 lanes.
Separated pathway
Drainage swales, no curb and gutter
Separate 2 lanes with a 16 foot center area.  This area could be landscaped in the short-term and could become
a center-turn lane in the future.  Provide breaks it the middle for business access.
Rumor is Walmart is interested in purchasing land along the Dogwood corridor.
Put pathway on the south side to minimize drifting after snow removal.
Should the center vegetated median have trees?  What about between the trail and road?
The vegetation will only be as good as the maintenance.  The vegetated buffers tend to become weed patches.
Leave existing vegetation to the extent possible
The city has a good record of maintaining vegetation on city roads.

Summary
2 travel lanes separated by a center vegetated median that provides access for turning movements into existing
businesses (in the future it can become a center turn lane)
Separated pathway on the south side
Leave existing vegetation to the extent possible.  Consider planting some trees in groupings at key locations.

Felton
Same as Dogwood.

What are the city standards for streets?
Residential - 24 foot wide with no pedestrian facility or on-street parking required.
Commercial – 40 feet wide with curb and gutter and two sidewalks
Industrial - ?

Draft Landscaping standards for the City of Palmer were distributed.  The standards were developed by a Citizen’s
Advisory Committee.  These can be reviewed by the CAC to help guide landscaping.  Detailed landscaping will be
discussed later in the design process.

Palmer Wasilla Highway (west of the Glenn)
We have been talking about cars, foot and bike traffic but not 4-wheelers. No need to discuss 4-wheelers, they
are not allowed within the Palmer city limits.
Sidewalk south side from Glenn to Felton, then cross to bike path on the north.
How much ROW is there?  Can pedestrian facilities be added? This section will already require the purchase of
ROW to accommodate 5 lanes.



There needs to be a safe crossing of Felton for schools.  A light?
No on-street bike lanes, users should be directed to the path.  This is a high speed road and the path is safer.
Need safe, convenient crossings of the PWH.
Street lighting – yes, LED the neat black Palmer lights

Evergreen (east of Glenn)

A beautiful gateway
Neat black street lamps. Wider sidewalks would likely be necessary to accommodate lamps and still be ADA
compliant.  For example a wheelchair has to be able to navigate around the lamp.
Match Glenn Highway landscaping concept being developed by LDN/USKH
The road improvements have to be squeezed in, leaving little room for pretty.
Lose a sidewalk or buy ROW – it will be a trade-off.
Add colored, textured concrete
Ask adjacent property owners to allow plantings on private property and then be responsible for maintaining it.
The Purple Moose has an example of landscaping enhancements along this section.
Hanging baskets
Some sort of a gateway – a sign, plantings…
Overhead power lines are ugly.  Burying those would go a long ways to improve the look of Evergreen.
Left hand turn into Fred Meyer and Chevron should be removed.
2 lanes going west to Wasilla was proposed by part of the CAC
Has to be pedestrian friendly
Narrow lanes to get wider sidewalks.

Cobb Street
Narrow the roadway at Cobb.
A raised intersection with colored concrete would be desirable here.
Keep small town flashing red at Cobb and Evergreen.  No traffic signal.  The flashing red is part of the small town
feel.

Right-of-Way
If we lose Chevron, it could be a very nice gateway. There is an assumption that if additional ROW is needed it
will  all  come  from  the  north  side  (Chevron).   This  is  not  necessarily  true.   The  State  has  a  responsibility  to
purchase the least expensive ROW and acquiring a gas station property has additional costs associated with
potential contamination and clean up costs.  There is a good chance the ROW could come from the south side or
be split.  ROW negotiations are done confidentially and by someone besides the ADOT Project Manager, Jim in
this case.

Springer
Traffic signal at Springer.
Shoulder and guardrail or curb and gutter and guard rail
No parking on the street
Path and sidewalk – anticipate that pedestrians will walk /ride bikes to the Fair and frontage road
This is all new ROW.

Industrial
This is a truck route and pedestrian activity should be minimized.
Just extend the existing road and match City of Palmer standards for an industrial roadway.
Junior High students walk to Hidden Hills subdivision through the industrial zone.



Evergreen additional discussion

Some CAC members have expressed Evergreen be narrowed to the extent practicable.  Others would like to see it at 5
lanes.

What is the minimum LOS for Evergreen/Cobb? From ADOT&PF perspective, it is a city street and there is no
minimum LOS as long as the Glenn Highway/Evergreen intersection maintains a LOS of C or better.
For safety 5 lanes are needed in the winter.
A suicide lane in the center would help the left turns into Fred Meyer.  They are a problem now.
Fix Fred Meyer driveway.
Narrow lanes
Show 2 lanes in and 2 lanes out.  Restrict access to Fred Meyer driveway as right turn in and right turn out only
using pork chops.
Keep it like it is today – a slow moving gateway.
Want slower traffic.

Action Item Summary

Set date for next CAC
Provide actual counts/LOS if just Dogwood is built?  Would that segment alone help solve the problems?
Come back with both 3 and 5 lane configuration for Evergreen for group discussion.

PARKING LOT (SUMMARY OF ALL MEETINGS)
The parking lot is for items that are likely outside the scope of discussion.  They will be addressed as time permits.

Future of Glenn Highway through Palmer.  What are ADOT’s plans? Addressed Dec 10, 2009
Walkway from Palmer to Fairgrounds
Frontage Road with limited access along west side of Palmer Wasilla Highway (Discussed during alternative
development)
Noisy Goose ROW impacts
Medians




































