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PROJECT UPDATE 
Since August 2009, the Citizens’ Advisory Committee (CAC), Alaska Department of Transportation 
and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) and the Project Design Team have met monthly to study            
opportunities to improve the east-west mobility and safety of the Palmer-Wasilla Highway (PWH), 
while preserving the interstate function of the Glenn Highway, Palmer’s town character, and local   
access.  A timeline of the group’s activity, decision points and project schedule is shown  below:   

 

 

 

 

 

2009 

2010 

2011 

2012 

2013 

2014 

2009  

May Project Start. 

June June 23, 2009  1st Public Open House Meeting.  Significant public 
concerns identified with the original Couplet alternative. 

July DOT&PF agreed to reconsider the Couplet alternative and to the 
formation of an advisory committee to recommend a preferred        
alternative. 

August CAC Meeting #1—Identification of problems to be solved. 
What is valued about Palmer? 

September CAC Meetings #2 & #3—Existing traffic data and model.      
Screening criteria for alternative evaluation. 

October CAC Meeting #4—At the request of the CAC, the Design Team 
developed a range of 22 alternatives. 

November CAC Meetings #5 & #6 —The CAC developed their own           
alternatives in three route corridors; north, south & middle. 

December CAC Meetings #7 & #8 —Design Team presented analysis of 
CAC alternatives. All one-way alternatives were removed from 
consideration. 

2010  

January CAC Meeting # 9 - CAC reviewed & screened alternatives to 5    
to take to the Public for comment. 

February  February 4, 2010  2nd Public Open House Meeting co-hosted 
by the CAC and DOT&PF to present the 5 alignment          
alternatives for feedback. Over 70 people attended. 

 February 16, 2009 Meeting # 10 - CAC recommended        
Alternative B as the preferred alternative alignment           
(See Back). 

March-
May 

Concurrence by the Palmer City Council and MSB Assembly     
supporting the CAC’s recommendation for Alternative B. 

Final Design & 
ROW 

Preliminary  
Design &  
Environmental 

Construction 

Alternative  
Development & 
Evaluation 
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Jim Amundsen, P.E., 
Project Manager 
Alaska Department of Transportation &  
Public Facilities 
Phone:  (907) 269.0595 
E-mail: jim.amundsen@alaska.gov 

Arnold Harder, P.E., 
Project Manager 
Kinney Engineering, LLC 
Phone:  (907) 344.7577 
E-mail: arnoldharder.kinneyeng@alaska.net 

Lance DeBernardi, P.E., 
Public Involvement Coordinator 
R & M Consultants, Inc. 
Phone:  (907) 644.9618 
E-mail: ldebernardi@rmconsult.com 

www.pwhet.com 

To learn more about the project, contact one of the team members or visit the project web site: 

Public Involvement & Comment:  Summaries of written comment received to date are available under 
separate covers for review.   
 
Cost:  The planning level cost estimate for constructing this alternative is $39 million.  As the Design Team 
advances into the final design, there may be opportunities for some of the improvements associated with this 
project that can be borne by the Glenn Highway MP 34– 42 Project.  

Key Elements of Alternative B† 
(shown in red) 

 
 PWH 5 lanes from Hemmer Dr. to the Glenn, 

 ††Felton St. 2 lanes from PWH to Dogwood, 

 ††Dogwood Ave 2 lanes from Glenn to Felton, 

Connect Inner Springer Lp to Moore Rd, 

 Evergreen Ave. improvements end at Cobb St. 
recommend the length of the 5 lane section not 
extend east of the Chevron property, 

 Extend Industrial Way south to Inner Springer 
Lp. 

Construct Felton from Bogard Rd to Dogwood, 

 Place a traffic signal at the intersection of  Arctic 
& Denali or Arctic & Valley Way 

 
†Recommend improvements contingent upon fund-
ing and demonstrated direct benefit to congestion 
relief at the PWH & Glenn Intersection. 
 
††Left turn lanes added where necessary 
 


